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Eurovent comments on WTO notification G/TBT/N/SAU/1327 
In a nutshell 

About Eurovent and its PG-AC 
Eurovent is the European Industry Association for Indoor Climate (HVAC), Process Cooling, and Food 
Cold Chain Technologies. Eurovent can be defined as an ‘umbrella association’ since it includes all the 
major European national associations of HVACR industry; the national associations also represent the 
steering committee of Eurovent. All together, we represent more than 1.000 Eu based manufacturers 
and many of them are impacted by this draft notification. 

The Product Group ‘Air Conditioners’ (PG-AC) covers air conditioners, variable refrigerant flow (VRF) 
units and IT cooling equipment. It is engaged with European and national legislation regarding the 
European air conditioning industry. It is also concerned with the development of EN, ISO and Eurovent 
standards and deals with general promotion of the industry. Another task of this Product Group is 
regulation of export initiatives and diminishment of unfair trade barriers inside and outside Europe. 
The group is supported by Eurovent Member Associations on a national level.  

The group includes the following participants: 

          

       
 

  

    
      

          

  
 

       

Background 
The WTO notification issued by the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia on 04 March 2024, concerning the updated 
Saudi regulations for the Performance and Testing requirements of Large Capacity Air Conditioners, 
appears to lack reference to the applicable international testing standards as required by Article 2.4 of 
the WTO agreement on technical barriers to trade. This omission raises concerns regarding 
compliance with WTO regulations and may hinder international trade by creating ambiguity and 
uncertainty for manufacturers and exporters. 

Reference is made to the notified text on page 19, table 10 titled ‘MEPS for electrically operated 
variable refrigerant flow (VRF) and applied heat pumps’. While the selected test method for systems 
below 65.000 Btuh is an international standard with reference ISO 15042, for systems above 65.000 

The Eurovent Product Group ‘Air Conditioners’ is concerned that the updated Saudi regulations for 
the Performance and Testing requirements of Large Capacity Air Conditioners misses the 
reference to any ISO standard for systems above 65.000 Btuh. This will create an unfair trade 
barrier. 
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Btuh the referred testing method is based on AHRI 1230 with its IEER for part load efficiency based on 
USA weather conditions, which does not include any reference to the high temperature conditions 
(which properly apply to Saudi Arabia) such as T3 as defined in ISO 16358-1:2013 AMD 1:2019. 

This clarification suggests that while the testing method for smaller systems complies with 
international standards, the choice for larger systems is based on AHRI standards with a focus on USA 
weather conditions. This could potentially create a discrepancy in testing requirements based on the 
size of the system and the geographic location of testing, which may still raise concerns regarding 
alignment with WTO requirements for transparency and non-discrimination. 

For this reason, we would like to raise our concern that omitting the reference to ISO standards for 
this product category is not in line with Article 2.4 of the WTO agreement on technical barriers 
which states the following: 

2.4 Where technical regulations are required and relevant international standards exist or their 
completion is imminent, Members shall use them, or the relevant parts of them, as a basis for their 
technical regulations except when such international standards or relevant parts would be an 
ineffective or inappropriate means for the fulfilment of the legitimate objectives pursued, for instance 
because of fundamental climatic or geographical factors or fundamental technological problems. 

Specific comments 
- Inclusion of ISO Standard 15042: We note that the proposed revision does not include 

reference to ISO standard 15042 for testing standards for Variable Refrigerant Flow (VRF) 
systems for systems above 65.000 Btuh. This omission is not aligned with Clause 2.4 of the 
WTO/TBT statement, which emphasizes the use of relevant international standards as the 
basis for technical regulations. Therefore, we kindly request the addition of ISO 15042 to the 
testing standards for VRF systems in the proposed revision of SASO 2874. 

- Applicability of Part Load IEER Metric (AHRI 1230) in Saudi Climate: The Part load Integrated 
Energy Efficiency Ratio (IEER) metric specified in AHRI 1230 does not include high-
temperature criteria such as T3 as defined in ISO standards. Considering the unique climate 
conditions in Saudi Arabia, we believe that the Part load IEER metric may not be applicable. 
Therefore, we propose allowing Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER) as per ISO 16358-
1:2013 AMD 1:2019 standard for rating the VRF part load efficiency performance. This 
adjustment would better reflect the performance of VRF systems under Saudi climate 
conditions. 

Additional details 
Supply chain, market realities and adopted standards 
Investors, consultants, and contractors commonly demand equipment whose performance is 
independently verified by third party organisations like Eurovent and AHRI, which are the two most 
recognised certification schemes globally, which means that up to 80% of the products on the regions 
market are already tested and verified by an independent organisation. 

Both organisations have developed certification programmes which take into account deviations from 
standard products and provide a recurrent verification regime encompassing product tests and audits. 

A major part of products sold in the region (especially in refrigeration and IT cooling appliances) is 
imported from manufacturing plants in Europe and Asia. This equipment is produced, tested, and 



 
Page 3 of 6 

Eurovent AISBL / IVZW / INPA 
European Industry Association 
EU Trans. Reg.: 89424237848-89 

80 Bd A. Reyers Ln 
1030 Brussels 
BELGIUM 

www.eurovent.eu  
+32 (0)466 90 04 01   
secretariat@eurovent.eu  

Fortis Bank 
IBAN: BE 31 210043999555 
BIC: GEBABEBB 

 

potentially certified according to the most used international standards, being either ISO (for VRF), EN 
or ANSI/AHRI standards. 

To not impose additional and redundant testing requirements and therefore substantial costs, which 
make products less competitive irrespective of their efficiencies, the acceptance of ISO, EN and 
ANSI/AHRI standards and recognition of the respective Eurovent and AHRI test standards is essential.  

Regulatory bodies then can check submitted certificates for their validity and if the certified 
performance data meets the minimum performance requirements stipulated in technical regulations. 
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Eurovent and transparency 
When assessing position papers, are you aware whom you are dealing with? 
Eurovent’s structure rests upon democratic decision-making procedures between its members and 
their representatives. The more than 1.000 organisations within the Eurovent network count on us to 
represent their needs in a fair and transparent manner. Accordingly, we can answer policy makers’ 
questions regarding our representativeness and decisions-making processes as follows: 

We are Europe’s Industry Association for Indoor Climate (HVAC), Process Cooling, 
and Food Cold Chain Technologies – thinking ‘Beyond HVACR’ 
Eurovent is Europe’s Industry Association for Indoor Climate (HVAC), Process Cooling, and Food Cold 
Chain Technologies. Its members from throughout Europe represent more than 1.000 companies, the 
majority small and medium-sized manufacturers. Based on objective and verifiable data, these 
account for a combined annual turnover of more than 30bn EUR, employing around 150.000 people 
within the association’s geographic area. This makes Eurovent one of the largest cross-regional 
industry committees of its kind. The organisation’s activities are based on highly valued democratic 
decision-making principles, ensuring a level playing field for the entire industry independent from 
organisation sizes or membership fees. 

Eurovent’s roots date back to 1958. Over the years, the Brussels-based organisation has become a 
well-respected and known stakeholder that builds bridges between the manufacturers it represents, 
associations, legislators and standardisation bodies on a national, regional and international level. 
While Eurovent strongly supports energy efficient and sustainable technologies, it advocates a holistic 
approach that also integrates health, life and work quality as well as safety aspects. Eurovent holds in-
depth relations with partner associations around the globe. It is a founding member of the ICARHMA 
network, supporter of REHVA, and contributor to various EU and UN initiatives. 

1. Who receives which number of votes? 2. Who has the final decision-making power?  

At Eurovent, the number of votes is never determined by 

organisation sizes, country sizes, or membership fee 

levels. SMEs and large multinationals receive the same 

number of votes within our technical working groups: 2 

votes if belonging to a national Member Association, 1 

vote if not. In our General Assembly and Eurovent 

Commission (‘steering committee’), our national 

Member Associations receive two votes per country. 

The Eurovent Commission acts as the association’s 

‘steering committee’. It defines the overall association 

roadmap, makes decisions on horizontal topics, and 

mediates in case manufacturers cannot agree within 

technical working groups. The Commission consists of 

national Member Associations, receiving two votes per 

country independent from its size or economic weight. 

3. How European is the association? 4. How representative is the organisation?  

More than 90 per cent of manufacturers within Eurovent 

manufacture in and come from Europe. They employ 

around 150.000 people in Europe largely within the 

secondary sector. Our structure as an umbrella enables 

us to consolidate manufacturers' positions across the 

industry, ensuring a broad and credible representation. 

Eurovent represents more than 1.000 companies of all 

sizes spread widely across 20+ European countries, 

which are treated equally. As each country receives the 

same number of votes, there is no ‘leading’ country. Our 

national Member Associations ensure a wide-ranging 

national outreach also to remote locations. 

Check on us in the European Union Transparency Register under identification no. 89424237848-89. 


